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CHAIR REPORT
The Chair Report will be rotated through Clallam, Jefferson and Kitsap Counties so that
members can keep up with activities in each area. This month our Chair Report comes
from Bob Keever from Kitsap County. Bob is the Second Vice-Chair of the Bluebills and
has already made an incredible contribution to our organization. He has helped to mobilize
a team of builders in Kitsap County, energized the Bluebill organization to reach out to new
retirees through the Tacoma and Everett Retiree Program, and is an important member of
the Leadership Team. Bob is exactly the kind of energy we need for our future!

BOB KEEVER
This month marks the 2-yr anniversary of my retirement from the Boeing
Company, after 33 years as a research engineer at the Kent Space Center.
About a year into retirement I started running out of home projects to work on.
My wife, Kim, said I was not allowed to reorganize her kitchen pantry – stay out!
That’s when friend, Frank Vahcic said, “I know this guy Myron, he’s a Boeing
Bluebill, he builds stuff, and he’s looking for more help from Kitsap.” So I joined the Bluebills,
along with friends Marty Dasler and Wally Grenquist, whose arms Frank also twisted.
It seems like the Boeing retirees bypass Kitsap and head straight for the rain shadows, golf
courses, and other fine living on the Olympic Peninsula. But then I was able to track down my
old Test Conductor, Bernie Wittman, who was retired and rumored to be living near Kingston.
He had moved to Poulsbo when I found him, and the Kitsap group grew by one.
(Continued)

With oversight and training from the experienced Olympic Peninsula crew, we have been
picking up jobs and gaining confidence here on the Kitsap. The needs are great, and we
worry about the elderly widows and others who need help. Sometimes they’re ready to be
released from a care facility, but can’t go home until the ramp or grab bars have been installed.
Kitsap guy Jerry Enders is typically on the leading edge, performing site surveys and
preliminary design for the construction jobs. Kitsap Bluebill David Grellier is often present
for the builds.
In addition to the Independent Living activities, we’ve been having a blast helping out with
the World Vision distributions. Kitsap residents John and Amy Miller have been doing the
World Vision pickup and deliveries for 12 years, and it’s incredible how many goods they
can load into their F-350 pickup truck and trailer! George Cox is often on hand for the W/V
runs as well. When we show up at the Bluebills warehouse in Chimacum, with loads of
goods from Fife, we feel like mighty warriors returning from the hunt! Then an amazing
choreography occurs in which the goods are unloaded, shelved, inventoried, and reassembled
into parcels for delivery to the various end users.
We owe a debt of gratitude to the folks in Jefferson and Clallam County who have crossed
the bridge to lend a hand in Kitsap. Meanwhile, the recent Bluebills outreach at the Boeing
retirement seminars has turned up a Kitsap resident who is entering retirement, and plans to
join the Bluebills this month!

BUILDERS
This is a ramp built by the Clallam County Bluebills.
Volunteers were Gene Helmsworth, Ken Orth,
Leonard Stadmiller and Charlie Johnson.
Note the clever way they handled the curved sidewalk!

Wally Grenquist works on deck repair for a client in Bremerton. One of the
deck failed, resulting in a fall. Everything is now ship shape (Wally is retired
Navy) and secure.
Below: This is a “wrap-around” ramp that was built off a deck. We always say,
“Every ramp is the same except they are all different.” Builders were: Michael
Graham, Ed Hughes, Ken Snider, Tom Conley, Mike Burke and Myron Vogt.

BUILT TO LAST!
Bluebills responded to a referral from Catholic Community Services in May, to look at
replacing worn roll roofing on an existing walking ramp, and other minor repairs for an
elderly client in Port Orchard. Chief builder, Myron Vogt, asked Kitsap builders Jerry
Enders and Bob Keever to take a look , advising that the new roofing could probably be
placed over the old, but maybe the plywood would also have to be replaced, IF the
underlying stringers were okay. The ramp looked strangely familiar and it was completely
solid, with just the tread being worn.

When asked, the client said, “Oh, the Bluebills built that
ramp about 10 years ago” Well, it was built to last:

David Grellier securing new exterior railing for an elderly client in Bremerton who is
recovering from a broken back. This was a referral through the Group Health Home
Health Division and coordinated with Catholic Community Services. In addition to the
exterior railing, grab bars were installed in the bathroom, and interior railings were
strengthened. We don’t want any more falls!

“Thank you all for such amazing work...I’m Grateful!!!”
David Vogel, OTR
GROUP HEALTH COOPERATIVE

A railing we put in for a woman in Port Townsend. Nothing seemed
to line up, thus the segmented railing. Job done by Michael
Graham and Myron Vogt

Michael Graham applies some touch-up paint to a small ramp and railing we built for a
woman in Port Townsend. Our friends at REPAH provided the funding for material.

A LOT OF GOOD FOR A FEW DOLLARS!
In the February issue we reported replacing a wooden sidewalk for a woman
in Port Townsend. We were partnering with Real Estate Professionals for
Affordable Housing (REPAH) on this job. Turns out there were a lot of other
items that also needed fixing and these were taken on by Ray and Laura Paul
and Fred Spann. Here is a short summary:
Replaced a washer in the tub plumbing.
Replaced a leaking toilet tank flap.
Unclogged the bathroom sink.
Shaved bottoms off two doors so they would close.
Repaired door hinges.
Repaired hanging lights.
Added weather stripping to doors to eliminate heat loss.
Replaced two small panes of glass in front door.
Re-covered exterior of rear door.
Installed rack above wood stove.
Installed shelf above washer.
Removed and disposed of in-op clothes washer.
Placed support under rear house beam to stop sagging.
All this for less than $100 in parts and material!

Thanks to Laura, Ray, Fred and REPAH

Ray Paul

Laura Paul

Fred Spann

Bluebill Builders Data
2016
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17
17

17
19

80
N/A

Open Projects
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29

27

19

27

N/A

Thanks,
Builders!

51 Bluebill volunteers reported
1042 volunteer hours for the
month of May.
That translates to 27.8%
of the membership reporting.

CALENDAR FOR JUNE
Friday, June 3rd:
Deliver World Vision goods to Kitsap County. Meet at
warehouse at 9:00 am.
Thursday, June 9th:
Leadership Team Meeting - Bay Club, 3:00-4:00pm
Tuesday, June 14th:
Pick up goods at World Vision for Clallam County.
Be at World Vision warehouse in Fife at 10:30am.
Tuesday, June 14th:
Central Leadership Council Meeting - Seattle, 10:00-11:00am

The 5th Annual Dove House Golf Benefit Tournament
will take place on Saturday, September 10th.
Be sure to sign up to play as there are only 124 spots available
and we already have an impressive list going!

We are looking for theme raffle baskets for the
golf tournament!
If you have an idea for a basket, please contact
Barbara Berthiaume at 360 437-0423
or
Valeria Vogt at 360 437-4055

Oly-Pen Bluebills Annual
Summer Picnic & Golf Outing
With summer rapidly approaching it’s time to start thinking BBQ’s and golf. Mark Monday,
July 11th on your social calendar. The Oly-Pen Bluebills cordially invite all Boeing retirees,
their spouses and anyone interested in volunteering their time, energy, skills, knowledge
and experience, to improve the quality of life in their respective communities, to join us for
our annual summer picnic and golf outing.
For those interested in participating, the golf outing is a nine hole event held at Port Ludlow
Golf Course. There is a men’s and ladies’ division. The format is a four-person scramble.
The cost is $30 plus tax for non-members (includes green fees and cart rental fees) and
$8 plus tax for members not on the cart plan. Carts are required to speed up pace of play.
The first tee time is at 1:27pm.
To register email Michael Graham (pljmikey@gmail.com). I will email a tee sheet with
pairings and tee times to all golfers on Friday, July 8th. A definition of the format is included.
Please plan on being to the golf course 30 minutes prior to your tee time.
If an old fashion summer BBQ with all trimmings catches your fancy, the picnic is at the
Bay Club, 120 Spinnaker Place, Port Ludlow starting at 4:30pm. Dinner served at 5:00pm
with a short program to follow.
For those interested in attending only the picnic, please RSVP to
Kathy Roden and Laura Paul at bluebillsrsvp@aol.com.

Our agency friends are more than welcome!
The Oly-Pen Bluebills encourages anyone interested in volunteering their time to
come enjoy a complementary summer BBQ and find out who the Bluebills are and
what we do to improve the lives of the less fortunate in Kitsap, Jefferson and Clallam
Counties. Coffee, tea, soft drinks and other beverages are included.

Bob Peden ~ June 2nd
Margo Elton ~ June 6th
Elin Failla ~ June 6th
Bill Tracey ~ June 12th
Dan Holtz ~ June 14th
Barbara Berthiaume ! June 16th
Karen Griffith ~ June 17th
Jack Hirschmann ~ June 19th
Mark Weaver ~ June 19th
George Cox ~ June 20th
Kathy Snider ~ June 21st
Judy McCay ~ June 23
Jack Hawker ~ June 24th
Carol Glidewell ~ June 24th
Steve Petrick ~ June 26th
Michael Burke ~ June 30th
Glenn Andrews ~ June 30th

Hey Everyone,
We’re thinking of adding a “Letters to the Editor” page to the Flyer each
month. This would give you all an opportunity to have a say in what is
going on with the Bluebills. Maybe you would like to comment on one of
the Builders’s jobs, or say something about one of our socials. Perhaps
you see some way in which The Flyer could be improved! We would like
to hear from you!
Since the Bluebills belongs to all of us, all of us should be able to have a
way to make a comment or two.
Send any comments or letters to me at the email address below by the
3rd week of any month for inclusion into that month’s Flyer. Please be sure
to include your name and email address. If you want to include a picture of
yourself, that’s okay too.
Have a great month of June!

Valeria Vogt, Editor
valeria@valvogt.com
360 437-4055 home
425 615-4919 cell

