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The Olympia Peninsula Boeing Bluebills summer picnic is scheduled for
Friday, June 25th. The festivities will take place at the Bay Club in Port
Ludlow (120 Spinnaker Place) from 4–7pm.
We are taking this opportunity to recognize and to thank the Hood Canal
Gifts-in-Kind volunteers.
For those wishing to play, the outing is at the Port Ludlow Golf Course.
The format is 4 person teams. Tee times for this nine-hole event begin at
1pm. Carts are required. Green fee and cart fee for non members is $45.00
The picnic kicks off with a social from 4-5pm. Dinner will be served at 5pm.
The menu includes B.B.Q. tri-tips, potato and green salad, baked beans and
desert. The usual liquid refreshment will also be available.
All Bluebills and spouses and retired Boeing folk are cordially invited. The
Olympic Peninsula Bluebills also extend a warm and friendly invitation to
anyone who might be interested in volunteering their time in Clallam,
Jefferson, and Kitsap county areas.
Please R.S.V.P Michael Graham
(michaelg@cablespeed.com)
by Friday, June 18.

CHAIRMANS'
CORNER

May

is almost over and we have already started to stack and
inventory SSD supplies. In September we will deliver these gifts we
receive from World Vision to thirteen schools that we support. With
only the first of four loads, we have an impressive amount of gifts in
the warehouse. There are, for example, three boxes full of TEE shirts
for the grade school boys, over a thousand coloring books, 55 boxes
of spiral notebooks holding 72 notebooks per box, 52 boxes of three
ring binders, a few hundred childrens books for reading, and eight
large boxes of napkins. These are only examples of the gifts in stock
that currently fills about 30% of the available shelf space. There are
three more deliveries of SSD gifts that we will be receiving from
World Vision this year. The space we rent is critical to housing,
protecting, inventorying, and delivering these supplies.
There are always a lot of “Thank You” notes that we receive from the
schools and from the children after they receive the things we are
able to deliver. A couple notes have a special place in my heart. One
is from a school in an area of low income families and high percent
of children under the free lunch program. The principle of the school
wrote to say that they were especially thankful because the office
supplies and the teaching aids and school books they received
allowed the school to use the savings from not buying these things to
give free lunches to all the students, many of whom would not have

been able to purchase them on their own, even though they didn’t qualify
for the free lunch program. The second note was from an eight year old
girl. She was convinced that Myron Vogt was really Santa Claus working
this program during the off season.
My first disappointment of the year was when we were told about the
Boeing group that focuses and supports efforts by high schools enhancing
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics instruction. We were
initially told that we would contact the high schools, have them identify
high potential students in these studies, and submit grants to apply a
program called STEM in that particular school. We initially started with an
enthusiastic approach, identifying two of our members to be program
responsible. Then we were informed that the Olympic Peninsula was
exempt from this program. It was only intended to be applicable to
counties where Boeing facilities were located. The Bluebills were
contacted because the other chapters meet this criteria.
I am really proud to be a part of such an organization as the Olympic
Peninsula Chapter of the Bluebills. I’ve said in the past that we are “Class
Without Flash”. It is with sadness and disappointment that I feel the
support that we will be receiving from Boeing no longer gives me the
same measure of pride. I refer to the financial support we will be given is
“Flash Without Cash”. I have been told that we will no longer be given
support for the four “parties” that we have each year for appreciation,
recognition, and the Christmas Party where we receive the gift requests
from the families who are the victims of DVSA. We will be supported for
only one such party each year. With our picnic coming this June, we will
be looking for alternate means of financing it. We know that each of these
functions is an important piece of the support we give to the community.
Without the Boeing support, we are thinking of charging each Bluebill

member who attends the function a nominal fee of maybe $10 I would like
to hear what our members think of this solution. Please let us know by
contacting Michael Graham, Myron Vogt, or Dick Ostlund via e-mail.
Another couple setbacks are the loss of Boeing support for the warehouse
we need to rent for the School Supplies. Boeing will no longer pay the four
month rent. When World Vision requested that all groups who were
recipients of their supplies conform to their basic requirements on handling
and distributing the supplies, they instituted nominal fee to “belong” to the
list of qualified recipients. We have paid the fee for 2010, but have been
informed that the fee is not reimbursable by Boeing. Not now, not ever.
The warehouse is necessary if we are to have gifts from World Vision to
deliver to the schools. Receiving supplies from World Vision, and the
membership with World Vision are also both critical to our SSD, GIK, and
other gift giving functions. Five months and four disappointments is really a
bad start for the year.
I try to be usually up beat with what I write for the FLYER. I apologize for
the negative message I am sending this month but I feel it important that
everyone hears about the good and the not-so-good.
Thank you for the things you do to make this small world of ours a nicer
place to live.
Dick Ostlund, Chair
The Olympic Peninsula Bluebills

MEL MORRIS

Folks,
I’m sad to give you the news that Mel Morris passed away
May 24. Mel had been in pretty bad shape for the last
couple of years but it seems like only a couple of months
ago we helped move him out of his house to an assisted
living facility in Port Townsend.
Mel was a Boeing retiree and had been a Bluebill since we
started our chapter over here. He helped in a lot of ways
but could mainly build about anything. He was also active
working with Habitat for Humanity, most recently in their
Port Townsend store restoring and repairing furniture and
other items.
A Memorial Service will be held at
The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Port Hadlock,
at 10:30 a.m on Saturday, June 12.

Myron

MAKING A HOME MORE LIVABLE
Area Agency on Aging (OAAA) asked if we would do some
modifications to the home of a wheelchair-bound client to make it
more livable. The entries to the bathroom and bedroom were too
narrow for the wheelchair, the kitchen had had a minor fire and
working in the area was difficult.
We replaced the 24 inch wide bathroom door with a 36 inch door.
Because the client has difficulty grasping a doorknob, the round
knob was replace with a lever handle. The hallway to the
bedroom was too narrow to install a wider door so the bedroom
door and door framing was removed. This resulted in a sufficiently
wide opening. A curtain was used to cover the opening when
necessary.
The kitchen had a hole in the counter where a cooktop had been
removed, the cooktop vent was still there running through some
cabinets, a small stove had been installed to replace the cooktop
but there were no cabinets on the sides, some doors were
missing and some door handles.
We removed the vent ducts, installed new shelves, patched the
counter holes, built and installed new cabinets by the stove, made
some new doors where needed and added cabinet handles,
which the client can grasp easier then knobs. We then tiled the
entire countertop and backsplash.
Funding was from OAAA and job was covered for liability by
Catholic Community Services.
CONTINUED

CONTINUED

Bluebill volunteers were:
Mike Graham, Jim Irvin,
Ken Snider (tile installer),
Davis Steelquist and Myron Vogt.
These kinds of modifications are certainly
important to the client in a practical sense by
helping them cope with their disability but so often
it is also a tremendous moral booster for a person
who needs all the encouragement they can get. All
of a sudden someone does these things that they
have practically given up on ever getting
completed.

A small stove replaced the old
cooktop. It needs cabinets and
a counter top to make it more
usefull.

The cooktop had malfunctioned
and caused a small fire.
Removal left this large hole in
the counter.

CONTINUED

The cooktop
hole was
patched and
tile installed
on the
counter.

New
cabinets
and tiled
countertops
on each
side of the
stove were
done.

A
AT
H
W
AT
E
R
R
GRR B !
JO

TREEHOUSE STAIRS

Ken Winter looks at the job. The treehouse is about
eleven feet above the ground.

The structure for the tower landing is complete. The
landing and steps are to come.

You may remember
last October we
mentioned that we
asked by the MakeA-Wish foundation
to build some stairs
to a tree house that
some other
volunteers had
previously built.
The material has
now been acquired
and we have
started the project.
The first step is to
built a “tower”
to act as a landing
for a set of steps
from the ground an
to make a turn for a
second set of steps
that go the
treehouse.
By the next issue
of the Flyer we will
be done and
provide you with
some pictures.

Some of the GIK volunteers at our Chimacum warehouse:
Clint Webb, Ed Berthiaume, Dick Ostlund, Ed Hughes,
Russ Rousseau, John Miller, Amy Miller,
Shelly Rousseau and Bill Harju.
They had just finished unloading the May pick up
from World Vision.
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Last October Bluebills from Quilcene and Brinnon started picking
up products at World Vision in Fife and began taking care of the GIK
members in those areas.
Volunteers from the Lilliwaup, Hoodsport and Shelton areas became
aware of the program and asked to join the Quilcene/Brinnon group
in pickups and deliveries.
At a meeting this month it was decided to create a new GIK group
the covered the area from Quilcene to Shelton. It will be called Hood
Canal GIK. The coordinator will be Bonnie Douglass.
Bonnie and Lee Douglass have been instrumental in getting the
whole GIK and School Supply Programs going and will do a great
job. She joins our other coordinators:
Kitsap County; Ed Berthiaume
Jefferson County: Thelma Keefe
Clallam County: Larry Lang
School Supply Distribution:
Dick Ostlund
Hood Canal:
Bonnie Douglass
Jim Peterson of World Vision explains some
of their policies to the new members.

Our GIK program now goes from
Queets on the west coast to Shelton on the southern tip of
Hood Canal. Total members are about sixty schools, churches
and non-profits.

This month’s social will recognize the Hood Canal GIK volunteers
for the wonderful job they have done organizing and running their
program. Be sure to come.
Myron

Hood Canal GIK volunteers Left
to Right: John O'Laughlin, Lyne
Constantineau, Art Martin
Foreground: Sandy Brame
Bill Anstiss and Art Martin discuss
loading the vehicles. In the
background you can see the interior
of the World Vision warehouse. This
warehouse can hold 3200 pallets.

JUNE CALENDAR

June 3, Thursday
Leadership Team Meeting
3:00-4:00
Bay Club, Port Ludlow
(Note that this is a week
earlier then normal as the
Bluebill Leadership Council
Meeting in Seattle is the
second Tuesday,
which is June 8.)
June 4, Friday.
GIK Pick up at
World Vision in Fife
Can use help unloading
at 1:30 at the warehouse.

June 8, Tuesday.
Unload Food Bank truck.
Tri-Area Community Center,
Chimacum.
Meet at 8:00.
June 22, Tuesday.
GIK delivery.
Clallam County
June 25, Friday.
Summer social and golf.
See announcement on the
cover of this Flyer for
details.
Myron

June 8, Tuesday,
Central Leadership Council
Meeting in Seattle.
10:00-11:00.

FLAG DAY JUNE 14

We had 827
volunteer hours
for April, giving
us 2964 hours
year-to-date.
from Jack Hawker

WELCOME NEW MEMBER !

Lisa Kennedy,
Ollalla, Wa.
kay.liza@gmail.com
Interest is: Independent
Living.
from Eleanor Roden

Bluebills unload the truck that brings in the monthly supply
of goods for the Tri-Area food bank in Chimacum. It seemed
apparent that some additional shelving could be used so
under the guidance of Connie Johnson, food bank
manager, Bluebills built and installed some shelving. The
units were built at the Bay Club in Port Ludlow and installed
on-site. Special thanks to Dan Holtz who built a shelving
unit for the food bank break room/office. (Not shown)

Ken Winter tries to find a
wall stud to attach the shelf.
Jack Hawker stands by.

Myron Vogt, Ken Winter, Connie
Johnson and Jack Hawker in front
of one of the shelving units.
Ken Snider took the picture.

An eight foot wide, four shelf
unit previously installed and
already in use.

Seated at left is Pat's wife, Jayne Downie, Ralph Lovely of
RSVP. and Leslie Spotkov
Standing is Bob Philpott of the Port Angeles Lions Club.
Behind Ralph is Jon McKissick, volunteer.
Seated woman in blue is Council Woman Cherie Kidd and
next to her is Brad Collins also on the Port Angeles
City council.

Myron Vogt presents
Pat with a plaque from
the Bluebills honoring
him.

Pat and
Teri Wensits
incoming
Head of
Clallam and
Greys
Counties VCS

Pat Downie has run Catholic Community Services, Volunteer Chore Services (VCS) for Clallam and
Grays
Harbor Counties for a number of years. When our chapter of Bluebills was formed twelve years ago
the first jobs we had in the Sequim and Port Angeles area were referred to us by Pat.
During the next eleven years, over thirty Bluebills worked with VCS to complete nearly two hundred
projects such as ramps, railing, grab bars and miscellaneous modifications that helped members of
the community.
Bluebills were well-represented at Pat’s retirement. Mike Graham, Cyndyann Joyner, Ken Winter,
Jack Hawker and Myron Vogt made the trip to the Senior Center in Port Angeles for the occasion.
Pat was presented with a plaque congratulating him on his retirement and a card listing the names
of Bluebills that had worked with Pat over the years.
We expect our good relationship with VCS to continue as
Pat has been replaced by his able assistant,Teri Wensits.

Bluebills Ken Close and Jack Hawker,
hiding in the Hawaiian jungle.

Teri Wensits
and Bluebill
Cyndyann
Joyner

Sitting in the chair next to the cake is Jerry Perry. then Kate Sheffield.
In the red next to Kate is Emily Marcus of Olympic Medical Home
Health (visiting nurses) who gives us a lot of new client referrals. On
the opposite side of the table next to Kate Sheffield is Rose Crumb.
She is an in-law of Pat and Jayne’s but she also is the founder of VCS
Volunteer Hospice in 1978 and just retired in 2009.

TERI WENSITS

DICK OSTLUND CHAIR
360-437-7747
dickostlund@gmail.com
KEN WINTER FIRST VICE-CHAIR
360-437-2877
dk58winter@q.com
DOUG PETERSON SECOND
VICE CHAIR
360-437-9118
eagleshore08@embarqmail.com
JACK RANDALL CHAIRMAN
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360-437-2539
zjemrandall@msn.com
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ALL COUNTIES
MYRON VOGT 360-437-4055
vogt@cablespeed.com
COORDINATORS
KITSAP COUNTY
ED BERTHIAUME
360-437-0423
edberthiaume@gmail.com
CLALLAM COUNTY
LARRY LANG
360-452-4348
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THELMA KEEFE
360-437-1444
mnkeefe@msn.com
HOOD CANAL
BONNIE DOUGLAS
360-765-4565
lbdouglass@hughes.net
SCHOOL SUPPLY DISTRIBUTION
DICK OSTLUND
360-437-7747
dickostlund@gmail.com

FOOD BANK UNLOADING
KEN SNIDER 360-437-9165
kesnider@earthlink.net
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LARRY ELTON 360-437-0758
lmelton@q.com
JACK HAWKER 360-437-5046
ajhawker#gmail.com
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DAN NORDMARK 206-855-8083
nordmarkdanpat@msn.com
SOCIAL
MIKE GRAHAM 360-437-5052
michaelg@cablespeed.com
EDUCATION
JACK RANDALL 360-437-2539
zjemrandall@msn.com
MEMBERSHIP
ELEANOR RODEN 360-437-2354
rodenem@olypen.com
PHOTOGRAPHER
PEGGY LEE FLENTIE
thepegster@cablespeed.com
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Across the lonely beach we flit,
One little sandpiper and I;
And fast I gather, bit by bit,
The scattered driftwood, bleached and dry.
The wild waves reach their hands for it,
The wild wind raves, the tide runs high,
As up and down the beach we flit—
One little sandpiper and I.
Celia Thaxter

