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YOU may think that we are always getting a lot of recognition and thanks
for what we do.
Let me tell you of some problems:
Our Builders often have to make call
after call to get a time to see and help
a client: If they answer the phone at
all. Many seem to think we are some
kind of government agency
and we
get paid for what we do. Yet, when we
help people we know we have done something meaningful.
We have a difficult time working with some groups who don’t return calls
or emails, although all we are trying to do is have them tell us what we
can do do to help.
We deal with a lot of agencies. Many of our services are just taken for
granted as part of the system. Looking for a Thank-you? Don’t hold your
breath. Still, when we deliver truckloads of items to over 60 agencies,
churches and schools you know you have made a difference.
In short, it’s not always easy to help the community. We can’t change
that.
That is the reason why we have made our 2015 Initiative” Member
Recognition and Appreciation.”
No matter how frustrated you get and how hard you have to work to help
someone, your fellow Bluebill volunteers understand. I hope we can
show you that we doin the upcoming year.
To accomplish this Barbara Berthaiume is taking on the project. She will
be asking for ideas on ways to improve member recognition. Sometime
in January there will be a meeting to address this subject. Give it some
thought and when Barbara asks you to contribute, plan to attend the
meeting.

Folks,
I was at a client’s home today fixing a doorknob.
The client lives on 14th St in Port Townsend. She was one of our very
first “Builders” jobs. It had to have been in 1997 or 8.
We reshingled her house. Bill Tracey of CCS was the organizer.
Chuck Sherred was the main Bluebill coordinator.
I know Howard Schaible was there, Ted Muralt came on his motorcycle
from Clallam Bay. An elderly fellow from Sequim who must have been near
80 was climbing on the roof and we young guys were marveling at that. He
passed away several years ago .(We built a ramp for him in his later years).
Jack Randall was there and I think Ken Winter.
I remember that Chuck decided we were going to put “Torch-Down” roofing
on a small flat section. None of us had ever done that. Luckily, Chuck
found some roofer who was willing to help. He brought out the “torch” that
looked like one of those flame throwers you saw in WWII films.
Managed to get the stuff installed without burning the house down.
Over the years we have done a lot of work for this client, including a ramp
and repainting her house.
She wasn’t doing that well when we did the first job but she
is still alert, living by herself and, when I was there, knitting.
I feel that the few things we did for her helped Jenny stay in her
home. She is a North Dakota native who wants to stay independent.
All of you have contributed.
Myron

Jan 8:
Leadership Team
Meeting
Bay Club,
3:00-4:00

Jan 13:
Pick up at World
Vision for
Kitsap Co.
Be at W/V at 9:00
Unload Food Bank
Truck
Chimacum
8:00-9:00
Central Leadership
Council
Meeting-Seattle,
10:00-11:00

Jan 23:
Dove House Golf
Tournament
Meeting: Bay
Club, 3:00-4:00

BRINNON BUILDERS

Job complete. This was the biggest project we have been involved in here in Brinnon.
We had 6 different people working on this projectover 3 days for a combined labor effort
of over 65 hours.
The request suggested the client needed some kind of walk-way.
Sounded like a piece of cake.
Well it turned out to be a little more than that.
We used over 2 rolls of rolled roofing, so that gives you an idea ofthe length of walk-way
and ramps required. Here is a summary of what we built.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Ramp from deck to cabin. (4 ft.)
Ramp from deck to driveway. (8 ft.)
Ramp over gully to upper level. (32 ft.)
Level walk-way from upper level to detached bath and
shower. (10 ft.)
Ramp from level walk-way to deck at bath and shower. (8 ft.)
Rolled roofing on deck in front and around door to bath and shower.

In addition the client only had a wheelchair for access when out of the cabin, so I
suggested to the caregiver that he could get an electric scooter/wheelchair from ECHHO
and the next day the caregiver went up to PT and got one for John. We now have a
happy client, caregiver and all those that come by to visit the client. Lots of smiles.
George Sickel
Brinnon

GEORGE SICKEL
PROJECT COORDINATOR

See photos of this great job on the following pages - editor

BRINNON
BUILDERS
Mike Hyde,
Mike Sims,
Steve Petrick,
Bill Morris,
Ralph Hogan
and George
Sickel
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MYRON VOGT
437-4056
CO-CHAIR
VOGT@CABLESPEED.COM

BARBARA BERTHIAUME
437-2877
CO-CHAIR
BARBARA.BERTHIAUME@GMAIL.COM

BETTY FAULKNER
437-5116
VICE CHAIR
BFAULKNER6@GMAIL.COM

Dove House & Healthy Families

Betty Faulkner

Christmas Giving

Michael Graham

pljmikey@gmail.com

Food Bank Truck

Ken Snider

kesnider@centurylink.net

Fall Prevention

Dick Ostlund

dickostlund@gmail.com

Web Site

Ted Muralt

bluebill@clallam.net

Membership
Publicity

Kathy Roden,
Laura Paul
Eleanor Roden
Barbara Berthiaume

kroden0408@aol.com
rlplep@yahoo.com
rodenem@olypen.com
barbara.berthiaume@gmail.com

The FLYER

Cyndyann Joyner

blueberry@olympus.net

Photography

Peggy Lee Flentie

the pegster@cablespeed.com

Historian and Chairman Emeritus

Jack Randall

zjemrandall@msn.com

Volunteer Hours

Judy McCay

mmccay@cablespeed.com

Eradicate Hunger

Barbara Berthiaume

barbara.berthiaume@gmail.com

Eradicate Hunger Quilcene

Bonnie Douglass

lbdouglass@wildblue.net

Builders

Myron Vogt

vogt@cablespeed.com

Clallam Co.

Rod Harp

harpalong@gmail.com

Jefferson Co

Myron Vogt

vogt@cablespeed.com

World Vision Programs

Myron Vogt

vogt@cablespeed.com

Kitsap Co

Ed Berthiaume

eberthiaume@gmail.com

Jefferson Co

Erika Mayfield

emayfield@q.com

Clallam Co.

Larry Lang

parkbear47@yahoo.com

Hood Canal

Bonnie Douglass

lbdouglass@wildblue.net

Golf Tournaments

Michael Graham

pljmikey@gmail.com

Homeless Support-Jefferson Co

Laura Paul,
Kathy Roden
Dick Ostlund
Bonnie Douglass

rlplep@yahoo.com
kroden0408@aol.com
dickostlund@gmail.com
lbdouglass@wildblue.net

School Suply & Distribution
School Supplies,
Lower Hoods Canal

bettyfaulkner6@gmail.com

Nora Alwarth
E-mail: noraalwarth@gmail.com
Nora didn’t check anything she wanted to do.
Sounds like she is willing to do anything she can to
help the Bluebills.

Eleanor Roden
Membership Chair

Vollea Ostlund
E-mail: dickostlund@gmail.com
Activities: Help install grab bars and
Food Prep for Bluebill Functions.
Jay Gilmore
E-mail:

jagil99@gmail.com

Activities: Unload Food Bank Truck,
Bluebill Builders,
World Vision
and Domestic Violence Golf Tournaments.

PORT
TOWNSEND’S
PROUD
VOLUNTEERING
PAST

The Lincoln School (background, left) was in full use on the Port Townsend High School campus and there were no
tall trees at the public golf course when Navy Lt. j.g. Wayne Baumgartner landed on the snowy evening of Dec. 4,
1948, thanks to a quickly organized community illumination effort. Baumgartner, who died early in 2014 at 93,
always credited people here for saving his life. This photo, never before published, is of the SNJ-4 on the day after
the emergency landing. Note the tire tracks in the grass, from vehicles pulled into place using headlights to line the
fairway runway. Port Townsend Leader Collection photo

his is the first Christmas season that Wayne Baumgartner has not been able to send his “thanks” to Port
Townsend for saving his life on a snowy December night in 1948.
Baumgartner, 93, died on April 29, 2014. “The Eagle Has Landed” is the phrase the family of the Puyallup,
Washington, native used to celebrate his life at his memorial service.
The U.S. Navy veteran’s most memorable landing came on Dec. 4, 1948, during a snowstorm, in the dark,
on the golf course in Port Townsend.
The measures that residents of Port Townsend and Jefferson County took that snowy evening were
described by locals at the time “as one of the finest examples of public cooperation they had ever seen.”
“They probably saved my life,” Baumgartner once told the Leader.
Baumgartner visited Port Townsend in 1998, on the 50th anniversary of his amazing landing, and his story
appeared in the Port Townsend & Jefferson County Leader. He telephoned the Leader news department
almost every December since then, simply to let Port Townsend know he was still alive, and still thankful.
He did not call this year, so the Leader contacted his family, and we learned of his passing.
Copy this link and paste it into the address line of
your Browser for th entire Leader story.
http://www.ptleader.com/news/the-night-a-town-saved-a-navy-pilot/
article_f422fd6e-9088-11e4-8976-d39ae84d0cbf.html

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
KEN AVICOLA JANUARY 14
LARRY LANG JANUARY 26
MICHAEL PETERSON JANUARY 1
KATHY TRACI JANUARY 13
VICKI TALLERICO JANUARY 4

2015 CHRISTMAS GIVING
Christmas Giving this year included
families and individuals in the
Jefferson Co. and Clallam Co.
Domestic Violence and Sexual
Assault
Programs. These two groups provided a total of 30 names.
Attendees at the Bluebills year-end social contributed the
money for buying the gifts requested by the families.
$2100 was donated, providing $70 shopping
money for each individual.
Special thanks to organizers Dick Ostlund, Betty Faulkner
and our Christmas coordinator and on-site “Santa”, Michael
Graham. Shoppers were:
Bob and Janet Force
Ken McConnell
Kathy Roden
Karen Griffith
Janie Holtz
Judy McCay
Pat Traci
Steve Failla
Ken Snider
Bob and Nancy Reasoner
Truman Thompson

Ray and Laura Paul
Jack McKay
Ken Avicola
Thelma Keefe
Jack and Sally Hirschmann
Carol Glidewell
Kari Black
Jane Ansley
Joni Williams
Heather Gilden

Thanks to all the above and to the gift deliverers, Charlie Johnson for Port Angeles,
Michael Graham for Port Townsend.
Myron

Dear Myron,
I hope you will be able to forward this message to your generous
shoppers! I was so impressed with the way the packages were wrapped
and labeled so well. It was easy for me to keep everything organized.
This year we sponsored over 100 clients from Healthy Families! We
always appreciate the way you Bluebills step up and offer your help. I’ve
worked with you all for eight years now and I can say what a pleasure it
has been. (And we’ve sponsored over 800 clients in this time frame!)
I was sorry I had to miss your luncheon this year because it’s always so
tasty as well as it’s fun to be with your group.
You must be very proud of your group and the big hearts you have! I am!
My special thanks to your wonderful and generous shoppers!
Beverly Hoffman
HEALTHY FAMILIES
Holiday Joy

