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Chair Barbara
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THINGS ARE ALWAYS CHANGING
Barbara is spending some time in Seattle getting radiation treatment for
throat cancer so I’m filling in this month. Good luck to Barbara, who
should be back in Port Ludlow early February.
Seems like the new year brings changes in a lot of places.
Last month I mentioned we had a number of job openings:

Our long-time Membership Chair, Dave Goudie, is taking a medical
break. Cal Williams has stepped up to do that job. Thanks to Dave for
the work he has done and to Cal for taking this on.
County Coordinators are key members of our World Vision Essential
Supplies Program. Last month, I mentioned that our Clallam Co.
Coordinator, Larry Lang, was retiring. Larry has done this job for around
10 years.
continued
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We are fortunate to have a couple, John Behrens and Karen EasterlyBehrens, offer to take over. Again, thanks to Larry for his long service
and to John and Karen for stepping up.
Relative to Essential Supplies County Coordinators, our other two
coordinators, Erika Mayfield for Jefferson and Ed Berthiaume for Kitsap,
have indicated they need to step down due to other obligations. So,
these two posts need to be filled. The job can be done all at home. It
needs Excel knowledge but nothing special. Once every nine weeks
the County Coordinator (CC) gets an Excel spread sheet of what we
have in our warehouse to distribute to that county. The CC sends the
info to the list of agencies that we distribute to. The agencies send back
an Excel mark-up showing what they want. The CC allocates the goods
and makes up an Excel delivery sheet (Pick Sheet) for each agency.
We use these sheets to make up the delivery loads. Again, this
happens for each county every 9 weeks and can be done at home. If
any of you are interested in taking on this important job, let me know.
The current CC’s will give you training. Also, if for some reason you
can’t take this on for some period, back-up can be made available.
All of our members have had successful, responsible careers and lives.
Taking on leadership roles for our activities is really nothing new but it’s
critical and the main reason Bluebills are able to do so many things to
help the community and less fortunate. You, our members, are our
most important (and only) asset. Without you, and your willingness to
take on these tasks, there would be no Bluebills.
I want to say thanks to each of you no matter how you are helping out.
But more importantly, often unspoken thanks from all the people you are
helping in the community.
Myron
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GRAND MARSHAL FOR THE RHODY PARADE
This year Bluebills has been selected as the Grand Marshal for the Port
Townsend Rhody Parade on May 18th. This is the major parade event in
Jefferson County and has about 80-90 groups in it.
So all of you who used to help build floats for your high school homecoming
parades or whatever, start thinking about this.
We will be forming a committee to work on what we want to do. Anyone with
any ideas at this point, let me know. A major problem, as I see it, is getting a
trailer or whatever to make a float on.
Myron
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Meet Some New Bluebills
By Karen Griffith
Doug McMicken got into Bluebills
through his friendship with Bob
Keever. The two of them, along with
their wives, socialized for several
years. When Bob learned that Doug
was going to (semi-) retire and was
thinking of volunteering for Habitat for
Humanity, Bob asked him if he would
consider joining the builders’ crew in
Kitsap County as well.
He’s already been out on one project
recently, building a ramp. He was
impressed with how well-organized
the work was, with Bob laying out the
plan, assigning tasks and keeping
everyone on task. Doug’s parents are still alive at 92 and 93, and he
realizes what it means to help seniors be able to stay in their own homes.
Plus, as a member of his Silverdale neighborhood’s HOA, he was in
possession of several fence posts salvaged from various projects and
Bob quickly saw a good use for those.
Doug grew up in the Yakima area, and then finished high school in
Lewiston, ID. He attended the University of Idaho in Moscow and
received his degree in Mechanical Engineering. It’s there he met his wife
-to-be, Lori who was in Clarkston, just across the border. She went to
WSU and they married after he graduated.
He began his career at Lockheed in Sunnyvale, CA. After six years, he
was transferred to the sub-base Bangor where he spent the next 31
years.

continued
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He remains active with Lockheed, doing project work on a part-time
basis. He and Lori have two sons, both in the Seattle area and both
working for WG Clark Construction.
They are active people: he plays indoor soccer twice a week in
Bremerton. They all downhill ski. They are runners. And they are
involved in their church teaching Sunday School. They recently went on
a short-term mission trip for Children of the Nations to Sierra Leone.
The Bluebills are very lucky to have Doug be a member!

Cal Williams is one of our newest
members and Myron already has him
quite busy. He lives in Myron’s
neighborhood and at their recent HOA
Christmas party, Myron learned that
Cal had finally retired. Cal had some
computer skills to offer and the
Bluebills needed someone new to take
over the Membership Roster. He has
also made his first run to Fife for World
Vision.
Cal grew up in a small town in
Arkansas named Paragould. After
graduation, he joined the navy which
led to a variety of postings and educational opportunities. He was
stationed in 6 or 7 duty stations, the first one being Charleston, SC, then
Bangor, plus a stint on the USS Alaska among other assignments. He
trained as a missile technician and became an expert in missile launching when he left the Navy after 23 ½ years and started with Northrup
Grumman Marine Systems in Bremerton. He spent 19 years there and
retired in 2019.
continued
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Cal met his wife, Barbara, while he was working in Bremerton and they
were married in 1985. They have a daughter, Heidi, who is the mother of
their first grandbaby. He and Barbara have enjoyed playing golf in the
past.
When I asked him how he liked taking over the membership roster, he
gave me an example of how it can be helpful to be involved with such a
group as Bluebills: recently a new member emailed that he had a load of
wood that he was willing to donate to those in need, but needed help in
chopping it up and delivering it. Cal put out an email blast to our
membership and several members contacted him with offers to help
distribute the wood.
That’s how it works in the Bluebills.
Welcome, Cal!
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STATE SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING FAIR JUDGES NEEDED
As noted in the following letter, the Washington State Science and Engineering
Fair will be held this year in Bremerton, March 27 and 28. Take a look at the
website and see if you might be interested in helping. Let's try to get 4-5
volunteers and do this together. If interested, let me know. I have done this in
the past and it's not too hard.
Thanks, Myron
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February Calendar

Wed, Feb 5- Leadership and PSO meeting-Beach Club-Gallery Room. 3:004:00 (Note changed from our normal Thursday.)
Fri, Feb 14- Pick for Kitsap delivery-Warehouse at 9:00
Fri, Feb 14- Valentines Day
Mon, Feb 17- Deliver World Vision goods to Kitsap Co. Warehouse at 9:00
Mon, Feb 17- Presidents Day
Tues, Feb 18- Pick up at World Vision in Fife for Clallam Co. 9:00
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Builders Pages
JeffCo. Builders
Inside Work is Nice if You can Get it….
The January weather was not an issue with this ramp build in Port Ludlow.

This switchback ramp is built entirely inside the garage

Joe Gagnier, Michael Graham, Mark Cattabriga, Todd Knoblock,
Richard Myers, John Fillers, photo by David Parrish
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Kitsap Builders

New Recruits Put to the Test
Demand for Independent Living/Fall Prevention services continues to
increase by about 60% a year in Kitsap, and we are trying our best to not turn
away elderly and handicapped clients who are in need. Three new Bluebill
recruits worked on their first ramp projects in January.

Site survey for Port Orchard ramp. Len Hale
and new recruit John Read.

John and Greg DeVault with completed ramp.

Framing a ramp in Seabeck. Richard Knapp
and new recruit Doug McMicken.

New recruit Michael Crovitz with Seabeck
ramp.

continued
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Mark Washeleski, Richard Knapp and Michael Crovitz work on
Hansville ramp in the rain.

Bob Keever, Mark, Michael and Richard with completed ramp.
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Kitsap Builders Data
Looking back on 2019 and gearing up for continued growth in 2020.

44 clients were
served In 2016.

Over 300 clients
expected in 2020.

•

$400,000 estimated cost if clients had to hire contractors to do this
work in 2019 (cost analysis available upon request).

•

Bluebills do not charge anything for our labor.

•

$42,000 approximate cost of materials if clients had to purchase
them new in 2019.

•

We use salvaged and donated materials to the extent possible.
•

About ½ of Kitsap clients can afford little or no cost towards
materials.

•

We don’t turn clients away, and rely on donations to help
make up this difference.

13

BACK

Builders Data
Builders are off to a traditional slow start for the year.
One factor is that our partners who give us referrals seem to be just picking
up again after the holidays. Also, a lot of our members are getting out of
town for a few weeks.
Rainy weather and short days don’t help either. Still, a lot of good has been
done. Sometime in Feb or March we will be setting up at the Port
Townsend Food Bank on Senior Saturdays, offering free grab bars, rails
and other fall prevention modifications, probably when more of our Builders
get back in town.
Myron

Builder Data 2020
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Bluebill Elves on the Move
Less than a week before Christmas, six Bluebills showed up to a seniors’
apartment building in Port Townsend to help a disabled senior move out
of her unit. She had organized and boxed up her belongings very well
and it took less than a half an hour to get everything out and loaded into
a rental van waiting in the parking lot. The crew consisted of Robert
Chanpong, John Fillers, Michael Graham, Jim Mueller, Richard Myers,
and Myron Vogt.
The client sent us the following thank you card.
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HAVE YOU REPORTED YOUR VOLUNTEER
HOURS?

REMEMBER: YOU CAN REPORT ANY
VOLUNTEER HOURS! NOT JUST THE
HOURS YOU WORK FOR BLUEBILLS.
CHURCH, SCHOOL, COMMUNITY~ ALL OF
THESE HOURS COUNT TOO!
EMAIL YOUR HOURS TO Judy McCay:
jmmccay@cablespeed.com

Volunteer hours for December, 2019
65 volunteers reported 1368 hours. That
is 32% of the Bluebill membership
reporting hours for December.
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February Birthdays
Ed Berthiaume

2/04

Jayne Riggs

2/04

Jay McIlwain

2/05

Bob Walling

2/07

John Breslin

2/08

Edith Randall

2/08

Fred Spann

2/11

Jo Nieuwsma

2/17

Robert Chanpong

2/19

Gloria Eastman

2/21

David Goudie

2/23

Stan Sivesind

2/24

John Behrens

2/25

Ted Muralt

2/25

Gary Wooldridge

2/25

Mike Hyde

2/26

Happy Birthday!
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OFFICERS
CHAIR ~ Barbara Berthiaume

barbara.berthiaume@gmail.com

CO-CHAIR ~ Clint Webb

cwebb91275@aol.com

1st VICE CHAIR ~ Jo Nieuwsma

rocketmama@verizon.net

2nd VICE CHAIR ~ Bob Keever

stableguy@hotmail.com

PROGRAM CHAIRS
Builders

Myron Vogt

vogt@cablespeed.com

Regional Coordinators
Clallam Co.

Charlie Johnson

racer6j@hotmail.com

Jefferson Co.

Myron Vogt

vogt@cablespeed.com

Kitsap Co.

Bob Keever

stableguy@hotmail.com

ECCHO

Laura Paul

rlplep@yahoo.com

Education

Bob Reasoner

esteem1@aol.com

The Flyer

Jim Mueller

jimmueller630@gmail.com

Historian

Jack Randall

zjackrandall@gmail.com

Hours

Judy McCay

jmmccay@cablespeed.com

Membership

Calvin Williams

willica05@gmail.com

Participation

Rick Smith

Photography

Peggy Lee Flentie

Publicity

Barbara Berthiaume barbara.berthiaume@gmail.com

Web site

Ted Muralt

richard.j.smith@edwardjones.com
flentie@me.com

bluebill@clallambay.net
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World Vision Essential Supplies
Myron Vogt

vogt@cablespeed.com

World Vision School Supply Distribution
Clint Webb

cwebb91275@aol.com

Ed Berthiaume

edberthiaume@gmail.com

World Vision Regional Coordinators
Clallam Co.

John Behrens
Karen Easterly-Behrens

JEBWA52@aol.com
KAEB55@aol.com

Jefferson Co.

Erica Mayfield

emayfield@q.com

Hood Canal

Bill and Candy Anstiss billandcandya@gmail.com

Kitsap Co.

Ed Bethiaume

edbethiaume@gmail.com

School Weekend Feeding Program
Chimacum School

Barbara Berthiaume barbara.berthiaume @gmail.com

Quilcene & Brinnon

Bonnie Douglass

Ibdouglass@wildblue.com

Sequim Schools

Charlie Johnson

racer6j@hotmail.com

Fall Prevention

Dave Parrish

parrishdav@aol.com

Regional Coordinators
Clallam Co.

Charlie Johnson

racer6j@hotmail.com

Jefferson Co.

Dave Parrish

parishdav@aol.com

Kitsap Co.

Bob Keever

stableguy@hotmail.com

Dove House Tournament
Barbara Berthiaume barbara.berthiaume @gmail.com
Myron Vogt

vogt@cablespeed.com

Jefferson Co. Homeless / Dove House Support
Laura Paul

rlplep@yahoo.com
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